
Looking at Van Gogh

Welcome to the Van Gogh Museum! Learn  
all about Vincent van Gogh’s work with this 
guide. Form your own, personal opinion  
of his paintings. Make use of what you see, 
what you know, and what you can find out.

A portrait shows someone’s head or bust (bust 
= head, chest and shoulders) or the whole 
body. It’s important that they’re recognisable. 
An artist can make a portrait of themselves 
or of someone else. Vincent did both.

Portrait
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I count    self-portraits by Vincent and    portraits of other people.

  Yes   No Because  

 

He painted  

 

He is wearing  

 

1 Portraits?

3 Eye-catching?

2 Self-portrait

Look around you. How many 
self-portraits by Vincent do you 
see? And how many portraits 
of other people?

A    Does Vincent look you right 
in the eye? Why do you think
that is?

B  What did Vincent do to draw 
attention to his face?

C  What kind of clothes is he wearing?

D  What do these clothes tell us 
about him?

Choose one of Vincent’s 
self-portraits. Fill its details 
in here.

Title  

Year  

Place  
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6 Portrait
Now fi nd a portrait that Vincent 
made of someone else. Which 
portrait did you choose? 

What do you think of this painting?

  Man   Woman   Child

  Yes, it’s  

  No? Then it’s probably a character study. This is an exercise 
in painting, when it’s not so important who is depicted. For 
example, Vincent painted lots of character studies of farmers 
in Brabant. Later, in France, he more often made portraits, 
of people he knew there.

7 Who is it?
A  Is it a man, woman or child?
 

B  Does the subject have a name? 
(Tip: look at the title of the 
painting!)

   

Which of these words suit 
the portrait? 

5 What’s your view?
  Cheerful 

 Unfi nished

 Frightening

 Angry

  Fully developed

  Uneasy

  Realistic

  Intense

 Calm

 Exceptional

 Unusual

 Sad

This person was  

 

 

8 Personality
Can you see something in this 
portrait of the personality of the 
subject? What do you think this 
person might have been like?

Title  

Year  

Place  

He used lots of / not many different colours.

He painted loosely / precisely.

The paint is thick / thin / a mix of thick and thin.

The brushstrokes are short and narrow / broad / not visible.

4 Style
Look carefully at the way Vincent 
painted – his style. Cross out the 
statements you don’t agree with:
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  Yes   No Because  

 

 

Imagine that Vincent was going 
to paint you. Would you want 
him to do it in the style of this 
portrait? Why?

10 What style?

1 (light)  

2 (light)  

1 (shadow)  

2 (shadow)  

The light is strong / weak. It comes from  
9 Light and shadow

A  Is the light in the painting strong 
or weak? Which side does it 
come from?

B  Name two parts of the painting 
in light. And two parts where 
Vincent painted shadow.

C  What is the effect of light? 
And of shadow?
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